
PLAISTOW VILLAGE TRUST

Representing Durfold Wood, Plaistow, and Shillinglee

Important Consultation
In March of this year a major new piece of legislation, the National Planning Policy 

Framework, was published. It directly affects you because of the major change it repre-
sents to the way in which decisions about the building of housing, and other develop-

ment activity, are made for where we live. 

At the same time the National Planning Policy Framework gives the communities that 
will be affected by any development a real say in what can happen and where, provided 

we do so in the short period of time available for consultation and preparation of the 
required document: a Neighbourhood Plan. 

If we don’t participate in the process, the decisions as to what type of housing and 
where it will be built, for the next 15 years, will be made for us. The result of which could 
be fundamental irreversible changes to the character and personality of where we and 

our future generations live.

A second public meeting is to take place at Winterton Hall on 20th June 2012 at 7pm 
so our community can further discuss the information and questions set out in this 

document. It is really very important that all of you attend or at least make your views 
known to the Trust.
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About the Trust

The Plaistow Village Trust was founded in 
1998, became a company limited by guar-
antee and then a registered charity on 27th 
February 2007 with the following objects:

1. To conserve the beauty, character and 
viability of the village of Plaistow in West 
Sussex; and

2. To study, record and provide information 
on the history of the village

for the benefit of the community.

The Trust, having acquired charitable status, 
continues to be non-political and non-profit 
making. 

Membership is open to all residents of the 
village and surrounding area. Active participa-
tion by all is encouraged. The Trust now has 
approximately 80 members of the almost 300 
households in the area it represents: Plaistow, 
Durfold Wood, and Shillinglee. 

The Trustees, who are also directors, retire by 
rotation and are elected by the Trust mem-
bers at the Annual General Meeting, usually 
held in the Spring.

Working closely with the Parish Council, 
nearby villages and other interested parties, 
the Trust has fought and commented on 
planning appeals, the West Sussex Structural 
Plan, the proposals for the development of 
Dunsfold Aerodrome and more recently mon-

itored progress of the Local Development 
Framework being adopted by Chichester 
District Council.

The Trust believes that it is in an ideal po-
sition to help with the development of a 
Neighbourhood Plan and in order to be able 
to represent the views of as many  residents 
of Plaistow, Durfold Wood and Shillinglee as 
possible, we would encourage everyone to 
support us by joining the Trust. 

Joining the Trust is best be done by e-mailing 
plaistowvillagetrust@hotmail.co.uk or by 
letter to the following address:

Brackenhurst  
The Street 
Plaistow 
RH14 0PT  

It has been decided to waive the annual sub-
scription (normally £10/year) for 2012.
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The Trust delivered a circular to the 300 
households in Plaistow, Durfold Wood, and 
Shillinglee, inviting them to attend a pub-
lic meeting on 22 May 2012 to present an 
overview of the new National Planning Policy 
Framework that became law in March 2012.

Over 50 people attended the meeting on 
22nd May at which it was agreed that:

1. This document be produced summaris-
ing the most important information com-
municated at the meeting. It would also 
set out the immediate questions for our 
community to answer for the required 
Neighbourhood Plan; and

2. That a representative committee of vol-
unteers from our community be formed 
to collect and collate the material and 
liaise with the community and the Parish 
Council throughout the development 
and submission of the Neighbourhood 
Plan by the Parish Council.

THE SUMMARY DOCUMENT

This document, summarising the information 
presented at the public meeting on 22 May 
2012, quotes from the National Planning 
Policy Framework. 

The questions raised in this document are to 
be discussed at the next community meeting, 
to which you’re invited, on the 20th June 
2012 at 7.00pm in the Winterton Hall. 

The National Planning Policy Framework is a 
significant new piece of legislation that gives 
communities, by way of a Neighbourhood 
Plan, a real say in what new development of 
housing will take place and where it will be 
located, at the same time as protecting those 
areas the community wants to see protected 
from development.

The 50 pages of the National Planning Policy 
Framework are written simply and clearly to 
allow people and “communities” back into 
Planning. 

THE COMMITTEE

Initially the committee is as follows:

Mark Raeside (Chair) 
Paul Allerton 
Mick Cave 
Angela Jeffery 
Michael Page 
Siri Selby-Lowndes 
Dean Wheeler 
Colin Winser 
Richard Wyatt

The Trust proposes to produce the commu-
nity’s views (Plaistow, Durfold Wood, and 
Shillinglee) for the Neighbourhood Plan by 
August 2012 for submission to the Parish 
Council.

Background
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National Planning Policy Framework
Copies of the policy can be made available to you on request to the Trust or it can be accessed online at 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/nppf

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

It is a United Nations General Assembly Reso-
lution that defined sustainable development 
as “meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future genera-
tions to meet their own needs”. 

There are three dimensions for the planning 
system (we refer back to these later in this 
document): 

1. Economic  “ensuring sufficient land of the 
right type is available in the right places 
at the right time to support growth” 

2. Social “supply housing required to meet 
the needs of present and future genera-
tions”

3. Environmental “protecting and enhancing 
our natural and built historic environ-
ment” 

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 

Enacted under the Localism Act 2011, the 
National Planning Policy Framework became 
law in March 2012 and should be implement-
ed within a year. 

At the heart of the National Planning Policy 
Framework is a presumption in favour of 
“sustainable development” which should be 
seen as a golden thread running though both 
planning and decision taking. 

MINISTER OF PLANNING MESSAGE 

The purpose of planning is to help achieve 
sustainable development. 

Sustainable means “ensuring that better lives 
for ourselves don’t mean worse lives for future 
generations”

Development means “growth” ... “our lives, 
and the place in which we live them, can 
be better but they will certainly be worse if 
things stagnate”

“Sustainable development is about change 
for the better.” 

NEW LOCAL PLANS 

Local plans are the key to delivering sustain-
able development that is required to “reflect 
the vision and aspiration of local communi-
ties”.

This is achieved by: 

“Early and meaningful engagement and col-
laboration with neighbourhoods and local or-
ganisations is essential. A wide section of the 
community should be proactively engaged 
and reflect a collective vision and a set of 
agreed priorities for sustainable development 
in the area including those in any Neighbour-
hood Plan”. 

This is why the Trust have become involved. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS 

A Neighbourhood Plan is to be prepared by 
the Parish Council. 

It is required to:

“Give the communities direct power to de-
velop a shared vision of their neighbourhood 
and deliver the sustainable development they 
need.”

and 

“Provide a powerful set of tools to ensure local 
people get the right types of development in 
their community.” 

However the Neighbourhood Plan:

“Must be in general conformity with the stra-
tegic policies of the Local Plan (they should 
not promote less development than set out 
in the Local Plan).”

The Neighbourhood Plan, together with 
the Local Plan, take precedent over all other 
planning documents. The two are called De-
velopment Plans and will form the basis of all 
development in our villages.

A Village Design Statement is not a Neigh-
bourhood Plan. It doesn’t have the required 
planning status and in planning terms is a 
secondary document.

LOCAL GREEN SPACE 

A new and important planning concept has 
been introduced by the the National Planning 
Policy Framework called “local green space”. It 
says: 

“local communities through local Neigh-
bourhood Plans should be able to identify for 
special protection, green areas of particular 
importance to them. By designating land as 
local green space, local communities will be 
able to rule out new development.” 

provided 

“The green space is reasonably close to our 
community.” 

and  

“It has to be demonstrated to be special to 
the local community and hold particular 
significance (beauty, historical significance, 
recreational value, richness of wildlife).”

The first question and point for discussion 
by the community at the public meeting on 
the 20th of June at Winterton Hall is:

What areas should be identified for special 
protection where you would wish to rule out 
new development that are close to our com-
munity and special to our community? 
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A COMPETITIVE RURAL ECONOMY AND HEALTHY 
COMMUNITY

To meet the 1st and 2nd dimensions of the 
new planning system we have to promote 
a strong rural economy and healthy social 
community. Neighbourhood Plans should, 
amongst other things:

“ ... promote the retention and development 
of community facilities in villages (local shops, 
meeting places, sports venues, public houses, 
places of worship)”.

The Government attaches great importance

 “to ensuring that a sufficient choice of school 
places is available to meet the needs of exist-
ing and new communities” 

The second question and point for dis-
cussion by the community at the public 
meeting on the 20th of June at Winterton 
Hall is:

What do you consider we should do to 
promote the retention and development of 
our local facilities including the shop, public 
house, village hall, church, sports facilities and 
the need for our school?

CONSERVING AND ENHANCING THE NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

To meet the 3rd planning dimension planning 
policies and decisions should: 

“Identify and protect areas of tranquility 
which have remained relatively undisturbed 
by noise and are prized for their recreational 
and amenity value.” 

and

“Encourage the re-use of land (brownfield 
sites).”

 and 

“Set criteria based policies against which pro-
posals for any development on or affecting 
wildlife or bio/geo-diversity sites or landscape 
areas will be judged.”

and quite separately 

“avoid new isolated homes in the country-
side.”

The third question and point for discussion 
by the community at the public meeting on 
the 20th of June at Winterton Hall is:

Where do our villages’ boundaries lie and 
what natural environmental areas need pro-
tection that we prize for their recreational and 
amenity value including footpaths, bridle-
ways, cycling routes, and protected woods?
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CONSERVING AND ENHANCING THE HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT 

Particular emphasis is placed on protecting 
the village history:

“When considering the impact of a proposed 
development on the significance of a des-
ignated heritage asset, (buildings and land-
scape of significance) great weight should be 
given to the assets conservation.”

and

“Substantial harm or loss of grade 2 listed 
buildings, parks should be exceptional” 

and  

 “Substantial harm or loss of substantial her-
itage assets in particular grade 1 and grade 2 
listed buildings should be wholly exceptional”.

The fourth question and point for dis-
cussion by the community at the public 
meeting on the 20th of June at Winterton 
Hall is:

Where are the listed buildings and parks and 
what should be done to avoid harm or loss? 
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This document summarises the information giv-
en to the members of our community that at-
tended a public meeting, called by the Plaistow 
Village Trust on 22 May 2012 at Winterton Hall, 
about the National Planning Policy Framework. 

The National Planning Policy Framework is a 
significant new piece of legislation that gives 
communities, by way of a Neighbourhood Plan, 
a real say in what new development of housing 
will take place and where it will be located, at 
the same time as protecting those areas the 
community wants to see protected from devel-
opment.

The Plaistow Village Trust is helping with the 
development of a Neighbourhood Plan by rep-
resenting the views of Plaistow, Durfold Wood, 
and Shillinglee.

A committee of volunteers from the commu-
nity has been formed to collect and collate 
the information required for submission to the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

It is important that you consider the in-
formation and questions contained in this 
document and if at all possible attend the 
next public meeting to be held at Winterton 
Hall on 20th June 2012 at 7pm.  

The purpose of the public meeting being called 
is to further discuss the information in this doc-
ument and answer the questions it contains.

This is the first stage in a process that should be 
completed by August 2012.

The decisions that this community makes about 
the sustainable development needs (based on 
the answers to the questions being asked in this 
and future consultations) will affect our lives for 
the next 15 years and beyond.  

Summary


