
PLAISTOW VILLAGE TRUST
Representing Durfold Wood, Plaistow, and Shillinglee

Important Consultation 2
A third public meeting is to take place in Winterton Hall on the 18th of July 2012 at 

7.30pm so the community can review the outcome of the meeting held last month, and 
to discuss the next set of questions that are required to be answered for our  

Neighbourhood Plan. 

This is the third of four meetings expected to take place. Its focus is Conservation Areas, 
Affordable Housing, Rural Exception Sites, and Countryside Development. 

The decisions that we make about our housing requirements (based on the answers to 
the questions being asked in this document and in the remaining public meetings) will 

affect our lives for the next 15 years and beyond.

It is really very important that you’re involved in the Neighbourhood Plan  
consultation process. You’re encouraged to do so by attending the public meet-
ings (the next is on 18th of July 2012 in Winterton Hall at 7.30pm) or by making 

your views known to the Trust.
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Review

The Plaistow Village Trust has now called two 
public meetings. A third is to be held on the 
18th of July 2012 in Winterton Hall at 7.30pm, 
to continue the consultations required for the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

At the first meeting (attended by over 50 peo-
ple) members of our community received a 
briefing on the new National Planning Policy 
Framework that became law in March 2012. 

The briefing covered how it could affect our 
neighbourhood, and how we can ensure 
that the new Sustainable Development it 
mandates, will be undertaken in a way that 
is consistent with our views. This is achieved 
through a Neighbourhood Plan.

A representative committee of volunteers 
comprised of residents  from Plaistow, Durfold 
Wood, and Shillinglee, was formed to work 
on the required consultations. The resulting 
Neighbourhood Plan is to be submitted to 
the Parish Council at the end of August 2012.

A second public meeting was held on 20 
June 2012 that was attended by 75 people. 

Questions relating to “Local Green Space” (a 
new concept in planning), Conserving and 
Enhancing the Natural Environment, and Con-
serving and Enhancing the Historic Environ-
ment were discussed and answered by the 
residents attending.

Maps, marked up to reflect the community’s 
views at this meeting, are to be available at 
the next meeting to be held on 18th of July 
2012 in Winterton Hall at 7.30pm.

A question related to Competitive Rural Econ-
omies and Healthy Community was deferred 
to a later date.

LocaL GReen Space

The first question and point of discussion by 
the community at the public meeting on the 
20th of June at Winterton Hall was:

What areas should be identified for special 
protection where you would wish to rule out 
new development that are close to our com-
munity and special to our community?

Several areas were proposed for designation 
as Local Green Space and these have been 
provisionally marked up on a map for Shil-
linglee and Plaistow; no areas were suggested 
for Durfold Wood. 
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a coMpeTITIVe RURaL econoMY anD HeaLTHY 
coMMUnITY

The second question and point for discussion 
by the community at the public meeting on 
the 20th June at Winterton Hall was:

What do you consider we should do to 
promote the retention and development of 
our local facilities including the shop, public 
house, village hall, church, sports facilities and 
the need for our school?

This question was deferred until a later date 
because more information and the views of 
local businesses have to rightly be gathered 
and represented. 

conSeRVInG anD enHancInG THe naTURaL 
enVIRonMenT 

The third question and point for discussion by 
the community at the public meeting on the 
20th June at Winterton Hall was:

Where do our villages’ boundaries lie and 
what natural environmental areas need pro-
tection that we prize for their recreational and 
amenity value including footpaths, bridle-
ways, cycling routes, and protected woods?

The SSSI and SNC areas were reviewed 
together with ancient woodlands, footpaths, 
bridleways and cycle tracks and it was agreed 
that these facilities are used regularly by 
the community and visitors to the area and 

should be protected. 

It was agreed that a report may be needed to 
inform the community about the “motorways” 
that are used as part of Local bio-diversity and 
should therefore also be protected. 

Subject to the commissioning of a report a 
provisional line has been drawn around the 
village to distinguish it from the countryside. 

This approach is supported by Waverly and 
provisionally adopted for Dunsfold and it was 
noted that a similar approach should be taken 
to the countryside across county borders. 

conSeRVInG anD enHancInG THe HISToRIc 
enVIRonMenT

The fourth question and point for discussion 
by the community at the public meeting on 
the 20th June at Winterton Hall was:

Where are the listed buildings and parks and 
what should be done to avoid harm or loss?

The very substantial number of listed build-
ings were reviewed at the meeting and it 
was agreed that protection is necessary both 
within the centre of the villages and in the 
surrounding countryside. 
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The following background information 
and questions are to be considered by the 
community. All residents are encouraged to 
attend.

conSeRVaTIon aRea

Only the centre of Plaistow is designated as 
a conservation area under the present Local 
Plan. However, it is necessary to carry out a 
re-evaluation of this designation. 

A review (by Chichester District Council) is un-
derway of the conservation area in the centre 
of Plaistow as required. This of course could 
overlap with the Local Green Space set out in 
question one above. 

“When considering the designation of con-
servation areas, Local planning authorities 
should ensure that such an area justifies such 
status because of its special architectural or 
historic interest, and that the concept of con-
servation is not devalued through the desig-
nation of areas that lack special interest” 

The fifth question and point for discussion 
by the community at the public meeting on 
18th of July at Winterton Hall is:

Are there special architectural or historic inter-
ests that would require the conservation area 
to be redrawn? 

InappRopRIaTe DeVeLopMenT In THe VILLaGeS

Consideration has to be given to inappropri-
ate development in residential gardens or say 
by means of infill. 

“Local planning authorities should consider 
the case for setting out policies to resist inap-
propriate development for residential gar-
dens, for example, where development would 
cause harm to the Local area.” 

Consideration ought to be given to the Local 
Green Spaces and Conservation Area, and the 
peripheral areas of our villages. 

The sixth question and point for discussion 
by the community at the public meeting on 
18th of July at Winterton Hall is:

Should development be allowed in gardens or 
infill be allowed in the centre of the village and 
or in outlying areas in the villages?

aFFoRDaBLe HoUSInG anD RURaL eXcepTIon SITeS

In the countryside areas consideration must 
be given to any Local circumstances or needs 
for either affordable housing and or for rural 
exception sites 

“In rural areas, exercising the duty to coop-
erate with neighbouring authorities, Local 
planning authorities should be responsible to 
Local circumstances and plan housing devel-
opment to reflect Local needs, particularly for 

next Meeting
The public consultation being carried out by the Plaistow Village Trust now continues with a 
third public meeting. This is to be held at Winterton Hall on the 18th of July 2012 at 7.30pm.
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affordable housing, including through rural 
exception sites where appropriate.” 

“Local planning authorities should in particu-
lar consider whether allowing some market 
housing would facilitate the provision of 
significant additional affordable housing to 
meet Local needs” 

Affordable housing and rural exception sites 
have very specific and precise definitions:

“Affordable Housing: social rented, afforda-
ble rented and intermediate housing provid-
ed to eligible households whose needs are 
not met by the market.” 

“Eligibility is determined with regard to Local 
incomes, and Local house prices. Affordable 
housing should include provisions to re-
main at an affordable price for future eligible 
households or for the subsidy to be recycled 
for alternative affordable housing provision” 

“Rural Exception Sites: small sites used for 
affordable housing in perpetuity where sites 
would not normally be used for housing.” 

“Rural exception sites seek to address the 
needs of the Local community by accommo-
dating households who are either current 
residents or have an existing family or em-
ployment connection.” 

“Small numbers of market homes may be 
allowed at the Local Authorities’ discretion, for 

example where essential to enable the deliv-
ery of affordable units without grant funding” 

It is important to appreciate that “low cost 
market” housing is not considered Affordable 
Housing under this new legislation. 

Consideration will need to be given to the 
present affordable housing and rural excep-
tion sites and whether there is a need for 
significant additional Local housing or further 
Rural Exception Sites to meet Local needs. 

The seventh and eighth questions and 
points for discussion by the community at 
the public meeting on 18th of July at Win-
terton Hall are:

Are there Local circumstances or Local needs 
for Affordable Housing? 

And 

Are there Local circumstances and Local needs 
for Rural Exception Sites? 

If either of these arise consideration will be 
given to allowing some market housing to 
facilitate the provision of significant additional 
affordable housing to meet Local needs. 
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coUnTRYSIDe DeVeLopMenT

In the countryside sustainable development 
will usually be located where it will enhance or 
maintain the vitality of a village community and 
not in the surrounding countryside. However a 
separate exception is the use of brownfield land. 

“To promote sustainable development in rural 
area, housing should be located where it will 
enhance or maintain the vitality of rural com-
munities. Local planning authorities should 
avoid new isolated homes in the countryside 
unless there are special circumstances.”

And the exception for brownfield sites is:

“Planning policies and decisions should encour-
age the effective use of land by re-using land 
that has been previously developed (brownfield 
land), provided that it is not of high environ-
mental value.” 

The relevant circumstances include the need 
for a rural worker to live permanently near their 
place of work, and the re-use of redundant or 
disused buildings which can be developed to 
enhance the countryside.

Consideration needs to be given to where any 
redundant or disused buildings or brownfield 
sites exist and these should be shown on a map 
to be produced in due course.  We will also 
need to debate the question of rural workers 
living in our surrounding countryside. 

The ninth question and point for discussion 
by the community at the public meeting on 
18th of July at Winterton Hall is:

Are there any special reasons for development 
of the countryside surrounding our villages or is 
there any brownfield land? 
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A third public meeting is to be held at Win-
terton Hall on 18th July 2012 to continue 
the public consultation being undertaken 
by the Plaistow Village Trust regarding the 
new National Planning Policy Framework 
that became law in March 2012. 

A Neighbourhood Plan gives communities a 
real say in what new development of housing 
will take place and where it will be located, 
at the same time as protecting those areas 
the community wants to see protected from 
development.

The Trust are representing the views of Plai-
stow, Durfold Wood, and Shillinglee in the 
Neighbourhood Plan that is being developed 
by the Plaistow and Ifold Parish Council in 
accordance with the National Planning Policy 
Framework.

The purpose of this third meeting that has 
been called is to 

1. Review the views of the community 
regarding Local Green Space, the Natural 
Environment and the Historical Environ-
ment. These were all discussed at the 
public meeting held on the 20th of June.

2. To then consider the information and 
questions in this document relating to 
the Conservation Area, Inappropriate 
Development in Villages, Affordable 
Housing, Rural Exception Sites, and finally 
Countryside Development.

It is important that you consider the new infor-
mation and questions contained in this doc-
ument and if at all possible attend the next 
public meeting to be held in Winterton Hall 
on 18th July 2012 at 7.30pm. Refreshments 
will be served from 7.20pm.

Your involvement is vital if a Neighbourhood 
Plan is to fully and truly reflect the views and 
wants of our community with regard to sustain-
able development. 

Summary


