
PLAISTOW VILLAGE TRUST
Representing Plaistow, Shillinglee, and Durfold Wood

Important Consultation 3
A fourth public meeting is to take place in Winterton Hall on the 26th 
of September 2012 at 7.30pm so the residents of Plaistow, Shillinglee, 

and Durfold Wood can discuss the next and final set of questions 
that are required to be answered before the plan can be drafted and 
review the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan Consultation to date.

It is really very important that you’re involved in the Neighbourhood 
Plan consultation process. The Neighbourhood Plan defines what may 
happen in terms of the use of land and house building in our area for 

the next 15 years and beyond. 

This consultation document, like its predecessors, has been delivered 
to every household in Plaistow, Shillinglee and Durfold Wood. 

You’re encouraged to attend the next public consultation meet-
ing on 26th of September in Winterton Hall starting at 7.30pm or 

by making your views known to the Plaistow Village Trust.
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Background
In March of this year a significant new piece of legislation, the National Planning Policy Framework, was pub-
lished and became law. It directly affects us because of the major change it represents to the way in which 
decisions about the building of houses, and other development activity, are made for where we live.

The Plaistow Village Trust called a public 
meeting in May of 2012 to brief the residents 
in the area it represents, about the National 
Planning Policy Framework. The briefing in-
cluded the way it affects us, and what we can 
do to make sure the sustainable development 
it mandates is of the type we want; located 
where we want it; and where possible consis-
tent with our views in all other ways. 

At the first meeting the attendees (over 50 
residents) approved the creation of a com-
mittee of volunteers from Durfold Wood, 
Plaistow, and Shillinglee. This committee was 
then tasked with co-ordinating the required 
public consultations and writing our Neigh-
bourhood Plan.

The committee members are:

Mark Raeside (Chair/Plaistow) 
Paul Allerton (Parish Council liaison/Plaistow)
Simon Barrow (Plaistow) 
Sophie Capsey (Plaistow/Durfold Wood) 
Mick Cave (Plaistow) 
Angela Jeffrey (Plaistow) 
Siri Selby-Lowndes (Durfold Wood) 
Michael Page (Plaistow) 
Dean Wheeler (Plaistow) 
Colin Winser (Shillinglee) 
Richard Wyatt (Plaistow)

This committee has to date, with the assis-
tance of the Plaistow Village Trust, facilitated 
2 public consultation meetings, attended 
briefings on the development of a Neigh-

bourhood Plan, opened discussions with the 
group in Kirdford developing their Neigh-
bourhood Plan, and continued its liaison with 
the Plaistow and Ifold Parish Council regard-
ing progress. 

A review of the questions raised and dis-
cussed at the previous public meetings, 
and the decisions that were taken by those 
present on behalf of all residents of Plaistow, 
Shillinglee, and Durfold Wood, are included 
for information and reference in this docu-
ment.

A Neighbourhood Plan gives communities a 
real say in what new development of housing 
will take place and where it will be located, 
at the same time as protecting those areas 
the community wants to see protected from 
development. 

Here’s why you need to be at the third 
public consultation meeting for our 
Neighbourhood Plan on the 26th of Sep-
tember in the Winterton Hall, starting at 
7.30pm.

There are a few remaining questions that 
must be discussed and answered at the next 
public consultation, for us to complete the 
writing of our draft Neighbourhood Plan.

These relate to promoting, and where possi-
ble, expanding

1. Community facilities (example: the village 
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shop, sports facilities and venues, the 
pub, and our church), our school, and 
local services (example: transport); 

2. Rural tourism (example: cycling and walk-
ing); and 

3. The promotion and expansion of all types 
of business and enterprise including land-
based rural business (example: small and/
or large scale farming)

AFTER THIS MEETING

The committee will draft our Neighbourhood 
Plan after completing a Sustainability  
Appraisal. 

The draft Neighbourhood Plan will then be 
circulated to you for review and comment. 
Revisions will be made as required.

For our Neighbourhood Plan to be adopted 
it must then pass examination (conducted 
by an independent examiner) intended to 
determine that, in summary:

•	 The people in the area it covers were 
properly informed and inclusively con-
sulted throughout the process; and

•	 It is consistent with the sustainable de-
velopment the National Planning Policy 
Framework mandates, and

•	 It doesn’t compromise the local develop-

ment strategies of the Chichester District 
Council or of other neighbouring areas.

And then

•	 It must prevail in a public referendum 
i.e. achieve an outcome of more than 50% 
in favour. 

All those resident in the area the plan covers, 
and who are on the electoral role, are entitled 
to vote in the Neighbourhood Plan Referen-
dum.

It is important to remember that sustainable 
development is the core goal of the National 
Planning Policy Framework. 

Sustainable development is going to take 
place in our community. Our Neighbourhood 
Plan is about making sure that any devel-
opment that happens in our area (Plaistow, 
Shillinglee, and Durfold Wood) meets our 
needs, and happens where, and in ways, that 
are consistent with our wishes.
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The following background information and 
questions are to be considered by the com-
munity. 

A COMPETITIVE RURAL ECONOMY AND HEALTHY 
COMMUNITY

This is the deferred question 2 from the first 
public consultation meeting held on 20th 
June 2012.

To promote a strong rural economy, a neigh-
bourhood plan should 

“promote the retention and development 
of local services and community facilities in 
villages such as local shops, meeting places, 
sports venues, cultural buildings, public  
houses and places of worship”  

Equally to promote a healthy community, 
decisions should 

“plan positively for the provision and use of 
shared space, community facilities (such as 
local shops, meeting places, sports venues, 
cultural buildings, public houses and places of 
worship) and other local services to enhance 
the sustainability of the community”

and

“guard against the unnecessary loss of valued 
facilities” 

and 

“ensure that established shops and facilities 
are able to develop and modernise in a way 
that is sustainable and retained for the benefit 
of the community”.

Moreover, the Government attaches great im-
portance to ensuring that a sufficient choice 
of school places is available to meet the 
needs of communities, and a proactive posi-
tive and collaborative approach is required to 
achieve this end.

In particular, local planning authorities should 

“give great weight to the need to create, 
expand or alter schools”.

Question 2, in two parts, for discussion by 
the community at the public meeting on 
the 26th of September starting at 7.30pm in 
Winterton Hall is:

What do you consider we should do to pro-
mote the retention and development of our  
local facilities including the shop, public 
house, the village hall, church and sports 
facilities?

and 

What do we think of any need to expand or 
alter the school?

More background for these two points will be 
presented at the meeting to allow informed 
discussion and decision by the community.

Next Meeting
The public consultation being facilitated by the Plaistow Village Trust now continues with a third public meeting. 
This is to be held in Winterton Hall on 26th September 2012, starting at 7.30pm. All residents are encouraged to 
attend.
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SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

Neighbourhood Plans should, as part of sup-
port for a prosperous rural economy, consider:

“Rural tourism and leisure developments that 
benefit business in rural areas and visitors and 
which respect the character of the country-
side”

This includes the expansion of visitor facilities 
in appropriate locations where identified 
needs are not met by existing facilities. The 
obvious visitors include walkers and cyclists 
and facilities could include public toilets and a 
coffee shop.

Question 10 and point for discussion by the 
community at the public meeting on the 
26th of September starting at 7.30pm in 
Winterton Hall is:

What facilities can be identified and being 
needed to support visitors and where should 
these be located?

DIVERSIFIED AGRICULTURE AND OTHER RURAL 
BUSINESSES

Outside the villages in the rural countryside 
that surrounds all these villages, Neighbour-
hood Plans should also:

“support the sustainable growth and expan-
sion of all types of business and enterprise 
in rural areas both through conversion of 

existing buildings and well designed new 
buildings”

and

“promote the development and diversifica-
tion of agricultural and other land based rural 
business”

This requires consideration of two forms of 
rural business 

(i) how the countryside’s agriculture may de-
velop over the next 15 years - for instance, is 
an intensive form of agriculture that requires 
permanent residential dwellings favoured; 
and 

(ii) non-agriculture business in, say, homes, 
barns or other unused agricultural buildings.

Questions 11 and 12 and points for discus-
sion by the community at the public meet-
ing on the 26th of September starting at 
7.30pm in Winterton Hall are:

What type(s) of rural agricultural business 
does the community support or reject? 

and 

What support is there for other businesses 
in converted agricultural buildings or new 
buildings?
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WRITING OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

When these remaining five points have been 
been considered and answered the com-
mittee will write the draft of our Neighbour-
hood Plan and then carry out a Sustainability 
Appraisal.

The Sustainability Appraisal is undertaken 
against a framework that provides a systemic 
way of appraising our draft plan for sustain-
ability. 

The appraisal is carried out by scoring the 
social, economic and environmental issues 
raised by the answers to all the questions in 
our consultation against a series of sustain-
ability objectives, allowing the community to 
weight any competing wishes that may arise. 

The means of achieving this is commonly 
done by prioritising the most positive objec-
tives over the less positive or negative objec-
tives that the community wish to achieve.  

By way of an example only, in Plaistow if 
there is to be small Rural Exceptional Site (see 
Question 8, Page 9) and Local Green Spac-
es (see Question 1, Page 7), then it may be 
necessary to give preference for one over the 
other should space be at a premium in a small 
village, especially as there is a Central Conser-
vation Area (see Question 5, Page 8).
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The area to be covered by our Neighbour-
hood Plan has been clearly delineated as 
being Plaistow, Shillinglee, and Durfold Wood. 
It does not include Ifold.

Nine questions have been discussed to date 
and the community, represented by those 
attending the public meetings, have voted on 
each.

PUBLIC MEETING HELD 20TH JUNE 2012 
ATTENDEES: 79 RESIDENTS

Question 1 
Local Green Space

Local communities can rule out new develop-
ments on areas designated Local Green Space 
provided 

•	 The green space is reasonably close to 
our community; and 

•	 It can be demonstrated as special to the 
local community and hold particular 
significance.  

A new map of the village of Plaistow and 
Shillinglee has been prepared recording 
those areas of Local Green Space voted by the 
community. No green spaces are proposed 
for Durfold Wood.  

This map is provisional and will be subject to 
a required Sustainability Analysis at the end of 
this Consultation.

Question 2 
A Competitive Rural Economy and Healthy 
Community

Not answered.

Deferred to a later meeting following addi-
tional research and input from local business.

Question 3 
Conserving and enhancing the natural 
environment.

The attendees unanimously voted in favour 
of protecting our natural environment that 
we prize for its recreational and amenity 
value, including footpaths, bridleways, cycling 
routes, protected woods and large fields, 
which is also entirely in accordance with the 
Neighbourhood Plans being prepared by 
neighbouring villages in Surrey.  

Two things follow: 

1. A new map showing the natural environ-
ment around the village by reference to 
long established rural farming is being 
prepared; and 

2. A report is to be commissioned to advise 
on wildlife corridors and ecological net-
works that exist in and around the Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest and Sites of 
Natural Conservation importance which 
surround Plaistow, Durfold Wood and 
Shillinglee.

Review
The community’s views gathered from the public consultation meetings on the 20th of June and the 18th of July 
2012 are summarised below. 
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Question 4 
Conserving and enhancing the historic 
environment

The listed buildings in and around Plaistow, 
Shillinglee and Durfold Wood have been con-
sidered and unanimously voted on to receive 
protection from development.  

A map has been presented to show some 62 
Grade II Listed Buildings with an insert for the 
centre of Plaistow.

PUBLIC MEETING HELD 18TH JULY 2012 
ATTENDEES: 99 RESIDENTS

Question 5 
Conservation Area

The centre of Plaistow is designated as a 
Conservation Area which has been re-evaluat-
ed and is subject to a report from an inde-
pendent inspector appointed by Chichester 
District Council.  

The unanimous vote was in favour of extend-
ing the Conservation Area (also to include 
some of the Local Green Space as necessary) 
based on the Heritage assets.  

A map has been prepared showing the new 
proposed Conservation Area.

Question 6 
Inappropriate development in the Villages

It is appropriate to restrict development in 
residential gardens if, for example, the devel-
opment would cause harm to the local area.  

This question considered two different areas 

(i) The Conservation Areas set out in Question 
5 above; and 

(ii) the ribbon development running South of 
Plaistow towards Kirdford together with any 
development on the roads leading to Shill-
inglee, Durfold Wood and Ifold.  
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On (i), the unanimous vote was against any 
inappropriate development in the Plaistow 
Conservation Area, therefore no new devel-
opment in the gardens in this area. 

The view was also that there should not be 
any development in the triangle at the centre 
of Shillinglee.

On (ii) the vote was less unanimous outside 
the conservation areas. 

The general view was that the character of 
the area would be damaged if ribbon devel-
opment was permitted on any of the roads 
leading to or from the village of Plaistow. 

This was supported by the majority of resi-
dents of Plaistow and those from surrounding 
areas but some present at the meeting did 
acknowledge the possibility of modest devel-
opment in the future. 

This is provisional and will be subject to a 
required Sustainability Analysis at the end of 
this Consultation.

Question 7 
Affordable Housing

The question raised was 

“Are there local circumstances or local needs 
for Affordable Housing?”

The definition of  “Affordable Housing “ was 

considered and the unanimous vote was 
against Affordable Housing.  

It is recognised that District or National poli-
cies on Affordable Housing could impinge on 
this decision but so far as the local communi-
ty is concerned, when considered alongside 
Question 8, the answer is no for all villages of 
Plaistow, Shillinglee and Durfold Wood.  

Question 8 
Rural Exception Sites

The question raised was  “Are there local cir-
cumstances and local needs for Rural Excep-
tion Sites?”  

The definition of  “Rural Exception Sites” was 
considered and the unanimous vote was 
in favour of a small site in Plaistow but not 
in Shillinglee or Durfold Wood, given their 
already small size.   

The reason that the community voted for 
Rural Exception Sites is that this addresses the 
need of the local community to accommo-
date households who are either current resi-
dents or have existing family or employment 
connections, therefore the vote was to build 
only for local people in perpetuity.

Question 9 
Countryside Development

The question was “Are there any special 
reasons for development of the countryside 
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surrounding our villages or are there any 
brown field sites?”  

There is a requirement in the National Plan-
ning Policy Framework to avoid isolated 
homes in the countryside unless there are 
special circumstances: 

(i) the land has been previously developed 
(brown field) or is a disused building (exam-
ple: a barn); and 

(ii) the exception for rural workers who need 
to live permanently near their place of work.  

It was noted that PPS7 had been revoked 
from March 2012 so in the future the right to 
put temporary mobile homes in the country-
side over a three year period is no longer the 
law.  

The vote was in favour of allowing the rural 
workers as a separate exception.  

The exact locations of brown field sites are to 
be marked on a map and will be subject to 
the Conservation and Enhancement of the 
Natural Environment - Question 3 above, the 
required scientific reports, and to the Sustain-
ability Analysis.
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The Plaistow Village Trust was founded in 
1998, became a company limited by guaran-
tee and then a charity on 27th February 2007 
with the following objects:

1. To conserve the beauty, character and 
viability of the village of Plaistow in West 
Sussex; and

2. To study, record and provide information 
on the history of the village

for the benefit of the community.

The Trust, having acquired charitable status, 
continues to be non-political and non-profit 
making.

Membership is open to all residents of the 
village and surrounding area. Active partici-
pation by all is encouraged. The trust now has 
80 households of the almost 300 in the area 
it represents (Plaistow, Durfold Wood, and 
Shillinglee) as members.

The Trustees, who are also directors, retire by 
rotation and are elected by Trust members at 
the Annual General Meeting, usually held in 
the Spring.

Working closely with the Parish Council, near-
by villages and other interested parties, the 
Trust has fought and commented on plan-
ning appeals, the West Sussex Structural Plan, 
the South Downs National Park, the proposals 
for the development of the Dunsfold Aero-

drome and more recently monitored progress 
of the Local Development Framework being 
adopted by Chichester District Council.

The Trust believes that it is in an ideal position 
to help with the preparation of a Neigh-
bourhood Plan, and in order to be able to 
represent the views of as many residents of 
Plaistow, Durfold Wood, and Shillinglee as 
possible, we would encourage everyone to 
support us by joining the Trust.

Joining the Trust is best done by emailing 
plaistowvillagetrust@hotmail.co.uk or by letter 
to the following address

Brackenhurst 
The Street 
Plaistow 
RH14 0PT

It has been decided to waive the annual sub-
scription (normally  £10/year per household) 
for 2012.

About the Trust



12 Neighbourhood Plan Consultation

Summary
A fourth public meeting is to be held at Winterton Hall on the 26th of September starting at 7.30pm to continue 
the public consultation being facilitated by the Plaistow Village Trust regarding the National Planning Policy 
Framework that became law in March 2012.

A Neighbourhood Plan gives communities a 
real say in, amongst other things, what devel-
opment of housing will take place and where 
it will be located, at the same time as protect-
ing those areas the community wants to see 
protected from development.

The Plaistow Village Trust are assisting a 
representative committee of residents from 
Plaistow, Shillinglee, and Durfold Wood to 
formulate a Neighbourhood Plan for this area 
in accordance with the National Planning 
Policy Framework that will be submitted to 
the Parish Council later in October or early in 
November this year.

The Neighbourhood Plan will then proceed 
thorough the final stages of examination, and 
if successful in the referendum, adoption and 
inclusion in the Chichester District Council’s 
Local Development Plan.

The purpose of this next public consultation 
meeting is to

1. Consider the information and questions 
contained in this document relating to 
community facilities (shop, pub, school 
etc), tourism, and promoting and devel-
oping businesses (including land-based 
rural businesses)

2. Brief the community on the remaining 
work that will be carried out in writing the 
plan, including the required Sustainability 
Appraisal, reviewing the draft Neighbour-

hood Plan with the community, and then 
the Independent Examination, and the 
Referendum. 

3. Review the decisions made by the com-
munity at the last public meeting held on 
the 18th of July 2012.

It is important that you participate in the pub-
lic consultation process by considering the 
information in this document and the ques-
tions it asks and if possible attend the next 
public consultation meeting to be held on 
the 26th of September 2012 in the Winter-
ton Hall starting at 7.30pm. Refreshments 
will be served from 7.15pm. 

Your involvement is vital if our Neighbour-
hood Plan is to fully reflect the views and 
wants of our community with regard to the 
development that will take place here over 
the next 15 years.


