
PLAISTOW VILLAGE TRUST
Representing Durfold Wood, Plaistow, and Shillinglee

Important Consultation 4
A fifth public meeting is to take place in Winterton Hall on Thursday 

the 6th of December 2012 at 7.30pm.

This consultation document, like its predecessors, has been delivered 
to every household in Durfold Wood, Plaistow, and Shillinglee.

The purpose of this meeting is to complete our consultation.

We will confirm and finalise the decisions we have made, and through 
a simple sustainability appraisal, we propose to prioritise what, if any, 

sustainable development could or should be achieved in our commu-
nity over the next 15 years.

It is really very important that you’re involved in the Neighbourhood 
Plan consultation process.

You’re encouraged to attend the next public consultation 
meeting on the 6th of December in Winterton Hall starting at 

7.30pm or by making your views known to the Plaistow Village 
Trust.
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Background 
In March of this year a significant new piece of legislation, the National Planning Policy Framework, was published and 
became law. It directly affects us because of the major change it represents to the way in which decisions about the building 
of houses, and other development activity, are made for where we live.

The Plaistow Village Trust called a public 
meeting in May of 2012 to brief the residents 
in the area it represents, about the National 
Planning Policy Framework.

The meeting introduced the new National 
Planning Policy Framework and explained 
what the legislation sets out to achieve, how 
it affects us, and what we are able to do to 
make sure the sustainable development it 
mandates, is of the kind we need and want.

It also explained why, in planning terms, the 
Parish was delineated into two areas

1. Plaistow, Shillinglee, and Durfold Wood

2. Ifold

Review

After the initial meeting, there have been 
three public consultation meetings, organised 
by the committee representing the residents 
of Durfold Wood, Plaistow, and Shillinglee, 
facilitated by the Plaistow Village Trust.

This public consultation has only concerned 
itself with Plaistow, Shillinglee, and Durfold 
Wood.

Ifold’s public consultation is due to com-
mence in December 2012.

The public consultation meetings were called 
so the residents of Plaistow, Shillinglee, and 

Durfold Wood could discuss and vote on the 
most significant 12 questions that needed 
to be asked and answered through public 
consultation.

The questions asked directly relate to how 
the new National Planning Policy Framework 
affects us.

After each consultation the committee has 
communicated the decisions taken by the 
attendees and provided a briefing for the next 
meeting to be held.

Next MeetiNg

The next public consultation meeting is on 
the 6th of December 2012 at 7.30pm at Win-
terton Hall.

what’s iN this DocuMeNt?

1. A review of all 12 questions asked and the 
outcome of the vote on each question 
(support, dissent or otherwise) asked.

2. A table that contains the information we 
will prioritise during the meeting to com-
plete our sustainability appraisal.

what’s a sustaiNaBility appRaisal?

The Sustainability Appraisal is a process that 
allows all the views of the attendees of each 
of the previous public consultation meetings 
to be considered together.
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During the appraisal each question that has 
been asked is prioritised in order of impor-
tance to the community. A simple scoring 
system is used to assist.

why you NeeD to atteND this MeetiNg?

The Sustainability Appraisal seeks to prioritise 
what our community considers to be more 
or less important to the sustainable devel-
opment of our economy, environment and 
social well-being.

By being at the meeting you’re able to partic-
ipate in the Sustainability Appraisal and make 
sure that both your views, and the views of 
other residents, are properly considered in the 
context of what the National Planning Policy 
Framework mandates.

afteR this MeetiNg

The committee will draft our Neighbourhood 
Plan submission and circulate it to you for 
review and comment. Revisions will be made 
as required. 

For our Neighbourhood Plan to be adopted 
it must then pass examination (conducted 
by an independent examiner) intended to 
determine that, in summary: 

• The people in the area it covers were 
properly informed and inclusively con-
sulted throughout the process; and 

• It is consistent with the sustainable de-
velopment the National Planning Policy 
Framework mandates, and 

• It doesn’t compromise the local develop-
ment strategies of the Chichester District 
Council or of other neighbouring areas. 

And then 

• It must prevail in a public referendum i.e. 
achieve an outcome of more than 50% in 
favour. 

All those resident in the area the plan covers, 
and who are on the electoral role, are entitled 
to vote in the Neighbourhood Plan Referen-
dum. 

It is important to remember that sustainable 
development is the core goal of the National 
Planning Policy Framework. 

Sustainable development is going to take 
place in our community. 

Our Neighbourhood Plan is about making 
sure that any development that happens in 
our area (Plaistow, Shillinglee, and Durfold 
Wood) meets our needs, and happens where, 
and in ways, that are consistent with our 
wishes.
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the significant Questions 
Each of the questions our community has been asked and consulted on are given below, along with our decisions. The 
ordering of the questions has been changed to accord with how planners look at these matters generally.

The Countryside

coNseRviNg aND eNhaNciNg the NatuRal eNvi-
RoNMeNt

QUESTION 3  
June 20th Public Meeting 

Unanimously voted in favour of protecting 
our natural environment that we prize for 
recreational and amenity value, including 
footpaths, bridleways, cycling routes, protect-
ed woods and large fields, which is entirely in 
accordance with the proposed approach to 
neighbouring villages in Surrey. 

Two things are to follow 

1. A new map showing the natural environ-
ment around the village by reference to 
long established rural farming; and 

2. A report to advise on wildlife corridors 
and ecological networks that exist in 
and around the Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest and Sites of Natural Conservation 
importance which surround Plaistow, 
Shillinglee, and Durfold Wood.

coNseRviNg aND eNhaNciNg the histoRic eNvi-
RoNMeNt

QUESTION 4  
June 20th Public Meeting 

The listed buildings in and around Plaistow, 

Shillinglee and Durfold Wood have been con-
sidered and unanimously voted on to receive 
protection from development. 

A map has been presented to show some 61 
Grade II Listed Buildings with an insert for the 
centre of Plaistow.

couNtRysiDe DevelopMeNt

QUESTION 9  
July 18th Public Meeting 

The question was “Are there any special 
reasons for development of the countryside 
surrounding our villages or are there any 
brown field sites?” 

1. There is a requirement to avoid isolated 
homes in the countryside unless there are 
special circumstances

2. The land has been previously developed 
(brown field) or is a disused building, ie. a 
barn; and

the exception for rural workers who need to 
live permanently near their place of work. (It 
was noted that PPS7 had been revoked from 
March 2012 so in the future the right to put 
temporary mobile homes in the countryside 
over a three year period is no longer the law). 

The vote was in favour of using brown-field 
sites and existing barns and allowing rural 
workers as a separate exception. All of this is 
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subject to environmental protection.

DiveRsifieD agRicultuRe

QUESTION 11  
September 26th Public Meeting 

Promote the development and diversification 
of agricultural and other land based rural 
business. 

The vote was unanimously against any 
intensive farming but supported traditional 
agriculture including maintaining large fields 
with cows and horses

RuRal BusiNess

QUESTION 12  
September 26th Public Meeting 

Support the sustainability growth and expan-
sion of all types of business and enterprise 
in rural areas both through the conversion 
of existing buildings and well designed new 
buildings. 

The vote was unanimously in favour of sup-
port for use of existing barn and brown field 
sites for small business enterprises.

The Centre of the Hamlets

a coMpetitive RuRal ecoNoMy aND healthy 
coMMuNity

QUESTION 2  
September 26th Public Meeting 

The attendees unanimously voted to promote 
and retain the local village facilities, in particu-
lar, the shop, public house, village hall, church 
and sports facilities and the school. 

There are no plans to expand or alter the 
school, the village hall and sports facilities 
and no changes proposed by the publican 
for the public house but the local community 
support better availability. 

The church proposes to open up their build-
ing for more use by the community and the 
school.

The village shop proposes coffee, food and 
tourist services and use their existing barn 
buildings for crafts. 

All these facilities will be made available to 
support sustainable tourism. There is also a 
requirement to provide public toilets.
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sustaiNaBle touRisM

QUESTION 10  
September 26th Public Meeting 

The rural economy would benefit from 
greater availability of coffee, food, tourist 
shop and public toilets.  As does the support 
for Question 3 – the natural environment by 
use of footpaths bridleways, cycle routes and 
retaining the rural environment.

coNseRvatioN aRea

QUESTION 5  
July 18th Public Meeting 

The centre of Plaistow is designated as a Con-
servation Area which has been re-evaluated 
and is the subject of a report from an inde-
pendent inspector appointed by Chichester 
District Council. 

Before the report there was already  gen-
eral agreement in favour of extending the 
conservation area, based on the inclusion of 
Heritage assets (to include some of the Local 
Green Space as necessary). This subject will be 
revisited at the next meeting. 

local gReeN space

QUESTION 1 
June 20th Public Meeting 

Local communities can rule out new develop-

ments on areas designated Local Green Space 
provided

1. The green space is reasonably close to 
our community; 

and

2. it can be demonstrated as special to the 
local community and hold particular 
significance. 

The committee has reviewed each of the 
areas of green space identified at the meeting 
and in view of the legal test to be applied is 
only able to recommend some of them. 

The recommendation will be explained at the 
public meeting to ensure the community is 
able to see how the legal tests may detrimen-
tally effect the community’s vote.

iNappRopRiate DevelopMeNt iN the villages

QUESTION 6 
July 18th Public Meeting 

It is appropriate to restrict development of 
residential gardens if, for example, the devel-
opment would cause harm to the local area. 

This question considered two different areas 

1. The Conservation Areas set out in Ques-
tion 5 above; and
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2. The ribbon development running South 
of Plaistow towards Kirdford together 
with any development on the roads lead-
ing to Shillinglee, Durfold Wood and Ifold. 

On (1), the unanimous vote was against any 
inappropriate development in the Plaistow 
Conservation Area, therefore no new devel-
opment in those gardens in this area. 

The view was also that there should not be 
any development in the triangle at the centre 
of Shillinglee. 

On (2) the vote was less unanimous outside 
the Conservation Area. 

The general view was that the character of 
the area would be damaged if ribbon devel-
opment was permitted on any of the roads 
leading to or from the village of Plaistow. 

This was supported by the majority of resi-
dents of Plaistow and those from surrounding 
areas but some present at the meeting did 
acknowledge the possibility of modest devel-
opment in the future.

affoRDaBle housiNg

QUESTION 7 
July 18th Public Meeting 

The question raised was: “Are there local 
circumstances or local needs for Affordable 
Housing?” 

The definition of “Affordable Housing” was 
considered and the unanimous vote was 
against Affordable Housing. 

It is recognised that District or National poli-
cies on Affordable Housing could impinge on 
this decision but so far as the local communi-
ty is concerned, when considered alongside 
Question 8, the answer is no for all villages of 
Plaistow, Shillinglee and Durfold Wood.

RuRal exceptioN sites

QUESTION 8 
July 18th Public Meeting 

The question raised was “Are there local 
circumstances and local needs for Rural 
Exception Sites?” 

The definition of “Rural Exception Sites” 
was considered and the unanimous vote 
was in favour of a small site in Plaistow 
but not in Shillinglee or Durfold Wood, 
given their already small size. 

The reason that the community voted for 
Rural Exception Sites is that this address-
es the need of the local community to 
accommodate households who are either 
current residents or have existing family 
or employment connections, therefore 
the vote was to build only for local people 
in perpetuity.
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the countryside SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

Good Bad Neutral Don’t Know Priority

Question 3
conserving and enhancing the natural environment
Protecting recreation and amenity value of footpaths, bridleways, woods and 
large fields; ring fence Hamlets

üüü

Question 4
conserving and enhancing the historic environment
To protect historic listed buildings from development

üüü

Question 9
countryside Development
No isolated development in the countryside, except for traditional rural workers 
homes and existing barns, subject to environmental protection.

üü

Question 11
Diversified agriculture
Diversification by intensive farming of all types

x x x

Question 12
Rural Business
Traditional farming and rural business by use of barns or brown field sites

üüü

sustainability appraisal
A sustainability appraisal allows us to consider all the questions, we have discussed and answered at the consultation 
meetings, together. We need to prioritise them in the order of importance to the sustainable development of our economy, 
environment and social well-being. 

These tables illustrate the support, dissent 
or otherwise, for the twelve questions raised 
and voted upon by the residents of Plaistow, 
Shillinglee, and Durfold Wood at the public 
consultation meetings. 

The number of ticks or crosses indicates how 
strongly the community considered this topic 
in our previous voting.

At the next public meeting on the 6th of 
December 2012 at 7.30pm at Winterton Hall 
we will vote on the Priority. This is the column 

that is currently empty.

To help achieve this a detailed map will be 
available showing a mark-up of the results of 
the twelve questions asked. 

We also check the map to ensure it accurately 
represents our decisions to date.
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the centre of the hamlets SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

Good Bad Neutral Don’t Know Priority

Question 2
competitive rural economy and healthy community
Promote the retention of the shop, pub, village hall, and sports facilities, church 
and school. Develop the shop to include coffee shop and tourist shop in unused 
barn buildings.
Use church for school and community.

üüü

Question 10
sustainable tourism
Available footpaths, bridleways, cycle routes, pub, shop, village green to 
support rural tourism and add public toilets, coffee and tourist shop.

üüü

Question 5
conservation area
The conservation area ought to be generally extended beyond that suggested 
by Chichester District Council

üüü

Question 1
local green space
Several areas were proposed but not all will meet the legal test

üü ü ü

Question 6
inappropriate development in hamlets
No infill in Conservation Area and no new ribbon development outside the 
boundary of the Hamlets.
Review infill outside Conservation Area

üü ü

Question 7
affordable housing
Social rented, affordable rented and intermediate housing

x x x

Question 8
Rural exception sites
Small new development for local community accommodation for current 
residents and existing families only, in perpetuity.

üüü
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Notes
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about the trust

The Plaistow Village Trust was founded in 
1998, became a company limited by guaran-
tee and then a charity on 27th February 2007 
with the following objects:

1. To conserve the beauty, character and 
viability of the village of Plaistow in West 
Sussex; and

2. To study, record and provide information 
on the history of the village

for the benefit of the community.

The Trust, having acquired charitable status, 
continues to be non-political and non-profit 
making.

Membership is open to all residents of the 
village and surrounding area. Active partici-
pation by all is encouraged. The trust now has 
80 households of the almost 300 in the area 
it represents (Plaistow, Durfold Wood, and 
Shillinglee) as members.

The Trustees, who are also directors, retire by 
rotation and are elected by Trust members at 
the Annual General Meeting, usually held in 
the Spring.

Working closely with the Parish Council, near-
by villages and other interested parties, the 
Trust has fought and commented on plan-
ning appeals, the West Sussex Structural Plan, 
the South Downs National Park, the proposals 
for the development of the Dunsfold Aero-

drome and more recently monitored progress 
of the Local Development Framework being 
adopted by Chichester District Council.

The Trust believes that it is in an ideal position 
to help with the preparation of a Neigh-
bourhood Plan, and in order to be able to 
represent the views of as many residents of 
Plaistow, Durfold Wood, and Shillinglee as 
possible, we would encourage everyone to 
support us by joining the Trust.

Joining the Trust is best done by emailing 
plaistowvillagetrust@hotmail.co.uk or by letter 
to the following address

Brackenhurst 
The Street 
Plaistow 
RH14 0PT

It has been decided to waive the annual sub-
scription (normally  £10/year per household) 
for 2012.


