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YOUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PLAN PLAISTOW & IFOLD PARISH 

 
Date : 19 July 2016 
 
From: The Plaistow & Ifold Parish: Neighbourhood Plan - Steering Group 
 
To: Plaistow & Ifold Parish Council 

 
 
The attached list of proposed Local Green Spaces is presented to the Parish Council to 
approve in principal for inclusion in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. Your ratification will 
allow the Steering Group to review the Local Green Space sites further or cause us to drop 
some of the sites identified. 
 
You may note the omission of some community assets (important areas / buildings / 
services) such as Plaistow Stores, Oak Tree Stores, the Scout Hut, Winterton Hall 
Plaistow, Kelsey Hall Ifold, the Youth Club Plaistow, Little Acorns Preschool Ifold, Plaistow 
Pre-school and the Village Green Playground Plaistow. This is because they are 
separately noted in the community asset register for the Parish with Chichester District 
Council. However, the Steering Group suggest inclusion of a policy in the Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan to offer further protection of these Community Assets of importance 
to our rural Parish. 
 
Please note that all Parish residents will be invited to comment at the next Public 
Consultation with the Draft Plan. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Christine Gibson-Pierce 
on behalf of the Neighbourhood Plan – Steering Group 
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Proposed Local Green Spaces 

The following have been identified as natural assets of 
the Parish, which residents may like retained and 
protected within our Neighbourhood Plan, in a manner 
appropriate to their significance, so they can be 
enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life in 
this and future generations. 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) - (paragraphs 76-78) makes provision for 
local communities to identify green areas of particular importance to those communities, 
where development will not be permitted except in very special circumstances. 

Local Green Spaces should be consistent with the requirements of paragraph 76 of the 
Framework, which states ‘Local Green Space should therefore be consistent with the local 
planning of sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs 
and other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan 
is prepared or reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period.’ 
Paragraph 77 further states, ‘The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate 
for most green areas or open space. The designation should only be used: 

• Where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 
• Where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a 

particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 
recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and 

• Where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of 
land. 

The Framework makes clear that Local Green Spaces should only be allocated where they 
are consistent with the wider context of the area and should not be used to designated 
land which could constrain the ability for future development to come forward. 

The following Local Green Spaces, valued landscapes and geological conservation 
interests are in addition to those already designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI); Sites of National Conservation Importance (SNCI); Grade I  or Grade II Listed; 
within the South Downs National Park or owned by the National Trust 

Please refer to the Neighbourhood Plan website for further information or access to maps 
and photographs:  

www.plaistowandifoldparishnp.com/sites/local-green-spaces 
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DURFOLD WOOD: 
• GS1D: Rectangle of land at Durfold Wood, left of entrance. Currently in use as a verge 
parallel to the main entrance road. The land provides a buffer (approximately 30m) 
between the adjacent ancient woodland and access road to the Durfold Wood residential 
properties. This will fulfill a recommendation in the Standing Advice for ancient woodland 
and veteran trees (Natural England /Forestry Commission, April 2014). Parish Council and 
Community Noticeboards are erected on the land at the entrance. 

IFOLD: 
GS1i: Loxwoodhills Pond, The Drive, Ifold (excluding the residential curtilage of the house 
and adjacent stables) - currently in use as a private rear garden of a residential property. 
The proposed space is of particular local, historical importance as it is the ornamental lake 
of the original Ifold Estate and its manor house - Ifold House (1800s – 1930s), which gives 
the settlement of Ifold its name. There are no historic buildings or structures in the space. 
However there are important historic landscape features: veteran trees surround the lake 
and old hedgerows border the site on the East, West and partially on the North 
boundaries.  
• GS2i: Land behind Quercus, The Drive, Ifold (excluding the residential curtilage of the 
house) - adjacent to Loxwoodhills Pond. From the Ifold settlement boundary to the stream. 
Currently in use as a private rear garden of a residential property. It provides an important 
buffer of green space to adjoining Loxwoodhills Pond to protect that setting and the Public 
Footpath. 
• GS3i: Not assigned 
• GS4i: Poundfield Wood, Poundfield Lane, Ifold: Important woodland green space used 
for recreation by residents with a part Public Bridleway/Footpath through the wood. Acts as 
a green buffer between Ifold Settlement and the sporadic farms and residential housing on 
Poundfield Lane. Forms important corridor for wildlife. 
• GS5i: Barn Wood, Forestry Track, Ifold: Ancient woodland used for recreation by 
residents with a Public Footpath along the boundary. Acts as a green buffer between the 
Ifold settlement and Poundfield Wood. Forms an important habitat/ecology corridor for 
wildlife. Inexplicably linked to The MENS and Ebernoe Common. 
• GS6i: Land Adjacent to The Lane, Ifold: A combined agricultural field, used for grazing, 
with a natural stream and pond, alongside a modern orchard. This area is a green space 
buffer between Ifold settlement and the countryside. It was identified as a possible site for 
future public recreation land for Ifold. 

SHILLINGLEE: 
• GS1S: Land at Shillinglee – intersection of Shillinglee Road with Plaistow Road (which 
joins Fisher Lane) forming a triangle. This land is within the South Downs National Park. 
Hundreds of years of horses, carts, carriages and then cars turning left and right have 
created these mini oases at country junctions. Largely untouched, they can provide a 
haven for wild flowers and insects. Local residents have planted trees on the site. 
• GS2S: Land at Shillinglee – rectangle of land from Shillinglee Lake to the small 
paddock. Currently in use as a verge for Shillinglee Lakes, with mature tree plantings. 
Important open verge for benefit of setting and ‘entrance’ to Shillinglee. Links to adjacent 
lakes proposed for designation. This land is within the South Downs National Park. 
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PLAISTOW:  
• GS1P: Plaistow Village Green – Recreation and Community Event Space. Important 
outdoor recreational area used for many village, Parish and school events. The setting is 
the village centre. 
• GS2P: Plaistow Village pond and a section of land behind – The pond is an important 
local feature in the village (acknowledged as such in the Plaistow Conservation Area 
Character Appraisal and Management Proposals - May 2013).). The pond known as 
Coxes Pond is based on a spring but also takes surface water from the road as well as the 
adjoining fields. The wall, at the hall end, was built to provide a platform for farmers to lead 
their horses into the pond, where cattle drank and where dirty carts were washed. Steps 
lead down into the pond, were once used on washing days. The pond provides 
recreational and educational space, and supports biodiversity. Views across the pond and 
the setting require protection by Green Space designation. 
• GS3P: Land in front of Todhurst and Back Lane, Plaistow – Currently a wild meadow, 
with a public footpath and green twitten through the village (owned by the National Trust). 
Normally cut for hay. 
• GS4P: Land adjacent to Todhurst, The Street, Plaistow – Naturalised land, formerly a 
field. This excludes the portion of the site identified for potential residential housing 
development. This is an important environmental space; and an informal recreation and 
local educational space. It contributes to the setting of Listed Buildings: Todhurst, Back 
Lane Cottage and Old Red Hatch. 
• GS5P: Football Field, Plaistow – Community recreation ground. 
• GS6P: Nell Ball (Trig Point), Plaistow – Nell Ball is an important historic landmark for 
Plaistow village. It is a hill approximately 88 metres high of a tumuli appearance, situated 
on the edge of the village. It is currently in use as pasture land. It is said, Nell Gwynne, 
mistress of Charles II, planted the original elm tree (blown down in the great storm of 
1987). A trig point (Trig point reference number: 56254) is situated near the top and it has 
been used as a Beacon Site for special occasions. It was a look-out point in WW2. In 
winter at times of snowfall, local children have used the hill for sledding. This site is also 
under an Article 4. 


