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LOCAL GREEN SPACE ASSESSMENT IFOLD LGS ID: LGSi3 
1. Date of Assessment: 04 July 2016 
2. Address / location: Ancient Woodland - Ifold East. Located behind 

properties of The Drive, Ifold – East of Ifold 
Settlement Boundary. 

3. Gross area (hectare): 2.66ha 
4. Current use: agricultural/open 
space/allotments/scrubland/buildings 

Ancient Woodland part of rear 'gardens' to  
residential properties. 

5. Ownership: Part privately owned. 
6. Site description: 
 

Ancient Woodland part of rear 'gardens' to  
residential properties. 

7. Existing and potential means of access: Access is from The Drive. 
8. Is the site Previously Developed Land (pdl)? 
Y/N 

No 

9. Development History: None Known 
10. Contamination (Env Health layers): None Known 
11. Environmental Designation: The importance of ancient woodlands as an 

irreplaceable habitat is set out in paragraph 118 
of the National Planning Policy Framework (2012) 
which states:  
‘planning permission should be refused for 
development resulting in the loss or deterioration 
of irreplaceable habitats, including ancient 
woodland and the loss of aged or veteran trees 
found outside ancient woodland, unless the need 
for, and benefits of, the development in that 
location clearly outweigh the loss.’  

12. Flood Risk A stream leading to Loxwoodhills Pond runs 
through the Northern end of the Ancient 
Woodland. A drainage ditch at the Southern end 
of the Ancient Woodland also drains into 
Loxwoodhills Pond and the River Lox.  

13. Any Tree Protection Order(s) (TPO)?  TPO Group Reference: 99/00822/TPO - Oak and 
Ash Trees  

14. Surrounding land uses: The ancient woodland is a natural barrier between 
the Ifold settlement and agricultural land (Little 
Headfoldswood Farm) in Loxwood Parish. The 
ancient woodland adjoins Loxwoodhills Pond, an 
important historical landmark (also proposed for 
designation).  
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15. Overall Conclusion: Local Green Space designation for this area of 

Ancient Woodland contributes to the setting of an 
important village landmark, the historic lake 
associated with the former landed estate of Ifold 
House and to the valued sylvan character of the 
Ifold settlement. This particular Ancient Woodland 
is noted on a 1910 map of Ifold and links back to 
a larger area of Ancient Woodland called South 
Wood, which then adjoined the estate manor, 
Ifold House. The area provides a woodland buffer 
between the countryside and residential 
properties. Ancient Woodland is an irreplaceable 
resource of great importance for its wildlife, soils, 
recreation, cultural value, history and the 
contribution it makes to our diverse landscapes. 
Veteran trees can be hundreds of years old, 
provide habitat for many different species and are 
a part of our landscape and cultural heritage. 
Parish residents and landowners have a vital role 
in ensuring the protection and conservation of 
Ancient Woodland and veteran trees, in particular 
through the planning system. This remaining 
woodland section provides foraging for protected 
bat species whose flight lines are over Ifold 
leading to SAC: The Mens and Ebernoe 
Common. As noted in CDC Habitat Regulation 
Assessment (November 2015): Development and 
removal of trees, does have the potential to 
impact upon bat (Bechstein and particularly, 
Barbastelle) flight lines due to the close proximity 
to the SAC. As a result, development should be 
resisted in the ancient woodland area and 
mitigation for lighting requirements should be 
implemented in the surrounding residential 
properties. 

 


