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LOCAL GREEN SPACE ASSESSMENT IFOLD LGS ID: LGSi8 
1. Date of Assessment: 10 September 2016 
2. Address / location: Corner Copse, Foxbridge Lane, Ifold (Grid ref: 

TQ023305) 
3. Gross area (hectare): 1.7ha 
4. Current use: agricultural/open 
space/allotments/scrubland/buildings 

Ancient and semi-natural woodland. 

5. Ownership: The Woodland Trust 
6. Site description: 
 

Ancient and semi-natural woodland. The copse 
contains a rich and typical species mix showing 
a history of traditional hazel coppice with oak 
standards. The boundary to the East of the 
copse is with a residential property (Foxbridge 
Cottage) and the very popular Ifold Scout / Girl 
Guide HQ on Foxbridge Lane. The North 
boundary is with Plaistow Road, Ifold and 
woodbanks form the boundaries to the West 
and South. The Southern boundary merges into 
thick blackthorn hedges extending beyond the 
boundary bank, ditch and fence, and providing a 
woodland edge wildlife corridor. 

7. Existing and potential means of access: Corner Copse can be accessed via a gateway 
from Foxbridge Lane and also from Plaistow 
Road via a pedestrian path. Both entrances are 
through fence gaps and from these entrances 
the visitor is led through the site via a short path 
network, from one entrance to the other. All 
paths are unsurfaced. There is no car-park at 
the wood and a visitor is best advised to park 
alongside residential roads in Ifold, which then 
allow a short walk to the site. 

8. Is the site Previously Developed Land (pdl)? 
Y/N 

No 

9. Development History: None 
10. Contamination (Env Health layers): None Known 
11. Environmental Designation: • Defra Magic Map - Unique Parcel Reference 

Number (OS Grid Reference of centre point): 
TQ0241831014 

• National Forest Inventory 2014 
12. Flood Risk None 
13. Any Tree Protection Order(s) (TPO)?  None 
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LOCAL GREEN SPACE ASSESSMENT IFOLD LGS ID: LGSi8 
14. Surrounding land uses: Residential property; Community Scout HQ, 

woodland and agricultural land. 
15. Overall Conclusion: Despite its small size Corner Copse is an 

intrinsic part of the local landscape and is 
particularly beautiful in spring with bluebell 
drifts. Corner Copse links with other Wealden 
woodland habitats through the local hedgerow 
and woodland network. The site provides a 
recreational area for many local residents (who 
walk their dogs) and fulfils the NPPF Social 
Role supporting the community’s health and 
well-being as well as supporting the 
environmental role of contributing to protecting 
and enhancing our natural environment. The 
management of Woodland Trust woods is 
based on charitable purposes, and is focused 
on improving woodland biodiversity and 
increasing peoples’ understanding and 
enjoyment of woodland. This woodland is noted 
on a 1910 map of Ifold and links back to a larger 
area of ancient woodland called South Wood, 
which then adjoined the manor, Ifold House. 
This remaining woodland section contributes to 
the sylvan character of the Ifold settlement. It 
provides foraging for protected bat species 
whose flight lines are over Ifold leading to SAC: 
The Mens and Ebernoe Common. As noted in 
Chichester District Council’s Habitat Regulation 
Assessment (2015): Development does have 
the potential to impact upon bat (Bechstein and 
particularly, Barbastelle) flight lines due to the 
close proximity to the SAC. As a result, 
development should be resisted in and around 
ancient woodland area and mitigation for 
lighting requirements should be implemented in 
any surrounding properties (commercial or 
residential). 

 


