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LOCAL GREEN SPACE ASSESSMENT PLAISTOW LGS ID: LGSP3 
 

Assessment against NPPF tests 

Paragraph 76 consistent with the local planning of sustainable development   

Paragraph 77 close proximity to the community it serves   

 demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, eg. 

because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), 

tranquillity or richness of its wildlife 

  

 local in character and is not an extensive tract of land   

Paragraph 78 consistent with policy for Green Belts   
 

1. Date of Assessment: 11 April 2016 

2. Address / location: Meadow land in front of Todhurst and Back Lane (Track) 

3. Gross area (hectare): 0.285ha 

4. Current use: agricultural/ open space/ allotments/ 

scrubland/ buildings 

Local Green Space is proposed to preserve the setting 

and rural, countryside characteristic of the historic village 

of Plaistow. Adjoining this land, across a main road The 

Street, is the village Green and recreation ground. Back 

Lane (Track) is an historical twitten, frequently used to 

this day, between the Nell Ball housing area to the 

village centre. 

5. Ownership: Owned and maintained by the National Trust. 

6. Site description: 
 

There are no historic buildings or structures in the 

space. However its important historic landscape feature 

is that it adds to the visual setting of the adjacent listed 

buildings. 

7. Existing and potential means of access: Access to the area is from The Street, Rumbold’s Lane 

and Back Lane by public rights of way and Back Lane 

(Track) alongside - an historic twitten, frequently used to 

this day, between the Nell Ball housing area to the 

village centre. 

8. Is the site Previously Developed Land? Former agricultural land part of the original Todhurst 

farm. 

9. Development History: None Known 

10. Contamination (Env Health layers): None Known 

11. Environmental Designation: None Known 

12. Flood Risk None 

13. Any Tree Protection Order(s) (TPO)?  There are no trees. 

14. Surrounding land uses: Adjoining this land across the adopted highway, The 

Street, is the Plaistow recreation ground which hosts a 

cricket pitch, pavilion and bowling nets. A Public Right of 

Way (Footpath - Path Number: 639) begins at the corner 

with Rumbolds Lane (Private Road) and the highway, 

The Street which local residents frequent for walks. The 

area is directly in front of Todhurst (a Grade II listed 

house with barn and outbuildings) and is bordered to the 

south by three Grade II Listed cottages and to the north 

by a Grade II Listed house at the entrance into Back 

Lane. 
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15. Overall Conclusion: Meadow land in front of Todhurst and Back Lane 
(Track), Plaistow. Owned by the National Trust, it is 
freehold land part of the manorial waste from the 1935-
1954 Slindon Estate. Acquired in 24 Feb 1950 under the 
will of Mr Frederick John Francis Wootton-Isaacson.  

Link: http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/slindon-estate/  

URN: 1065291 

This Local Green Space is proposed to preserve the 
setting and rural, countryside characteristic of this 
historic part of Plaistow.  

This is a small area of naturalised land, situated at the 
top eastern end of Rumbolds Lane (a private road) and 
within the Plaistow Conservation Area. The land is 
managed by the Slindon National Trust Head Ranger, 
with a management policy to cut it at the end of the 
summer, and ideally remove the cuttings, to impoverish 
the soil to promote the wild flowers. The land is split into 
two by a driveway leading to Todhurst and a 
neighbouring barn, now converted into a residence. 

In 2013, a local resident carried out a wildflower survey 
and recorded 38 species, and in 2014 she recorded 57 
species. There was no 2015 survey, but in June 2016, 
58 species of flora were recorded. The site is also 
important for butterflies and in 2013 a species, Marbled 
White (normally associated with the Downs) had 
established a colony of 10, and again 10 were seen in 
2014. In July 2015, 12 Marbled White were spotted. The 
species needs tall grasses, which are abundant on this 
area of land. Fallow and Muntjack deer can occasionally 
be seen grazing the land, and there is evidence of foxes 
and hedgehogs passing through.  
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